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Abstract

Being “Instrumental Beyond the Human” proposes a radical reconceptualization of transhumanism through the lenses of
emanation theory, post-humanist critique, and avant-garde cultural studies. It builds upon the traditional foundations of classical
liberalism and the history of science by juxtaposing it with emerging digital humanities. Informed by the works of historical and
contemporary cultural theorists, this treatise explores how socioeconomic narratives shape technological prosperity and its
implications for humankind’s enhancement toward the avant-garde. By drawing upon critical infrastructures, this essay will
move beyond traditional techno-optimism to interrogate how power, labor, gender, and race all intersect with emerging
technologies including artificial intelligence, prosthetics, and even virtual reality in enigmatic ways. They do so by combining
speculative narratives with an examination of sociocultural hauntologies rooted in anthropology. Avant-garde scholarship also
investigates how immersive storytelling and posthuman narratives challenge conventional notions of selfhood, agency, and
justice. By integrating new perspectives from the critical posthumanities, transhumanist discourse argues for a more inclusive
and ethically reflective transhumanism rooted in the modern avant-garde. Rather than envisioning human enhancement as a
centered, neutral, or utopian project, it highlights the necessity of confronting biases, power imbalances, and sociopolitical
consequences embedded in the development of new technologies from all ends. Ultimately, this treatise provides a blueprint for
the ongoing cultural, ethical, and political negotiation that reflects the broader avant-garde academic currents of the 21st century.
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1. Introduction: The Age of
Instrumentality

In the 21st century, the evolving landscape of science and  fusion with machine intelligence, biology, and social infra-
technology demands a radical reevaluation of the human structure. At the core of this treatise lies emanation theory—a
condition. The U.S. Transhumanist Party (USTP) offers this ~ framework suggesting that all scientific and technological
treatise as a roadmap for those ready to embrace the future—a  innovations stem from a unified source of creative energy that
future defined by the unceasing progress of human life and its  transcends material existence.
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Transhumanism, grounded in this emanation, challenges us
to think beyond the instrumental use of technology, venturing
into realms where humanity surpasses its biological and social
limitations. In this vision, science and technology are no
longer neutral tools—they are fundamental forces shaping
new cultural formations, bodies, and spaces of power. As a
guiding treatise for PhD graduates, this document integrates
theoretical underpinnings from a critical syllabus, “Of the
Instrumental: Culture, Science, and Technology,” with the
pressing questions of our age. The treatise will guide scholars
and innovators to connect transhumanism with justice,
equality, and distributed power across the intersectional cat-
egories of race, gender, and class.

The instrumental nature of technology, as it has been his-
torically understood, implies domination over nature to propel
human progress. Heidegger’s critique of the instrumental
approach to technology—technology as a means to an
end—serves as a cautionary tale. Instead, transhumanists
embrace technology as an emanation from a creative, infinite
source. This aligns with Freud’s exploration of illusion and
the collective human imagination, where technology and
magic blur in the service of transcending the self [18].

In this context, emanation theory posits that technology is
not merely a constructed artifact but a manifestation of deeper,
universal principles—progress, connection, and unity. Wer-
ner Herzog’s “Lo and Behold” probes the existential meaning
of such connections in the digital world, suggesting that cy-
berspace is an emanation of the human desire for transcend-
ence. Virtual bodies are all the rage [23]. The future is not
built on positivist reductionism but on the liberating force of
emanative progress—science and technology as expressions
of a deeper will to transcend limits, whether biological, social,
or cosmic.

2. Posthumanism and the Avant-Garde:
Learning from the Past, Embracing
the Future

In exploring the avant-garde, we must consider how
posthumanism interrogates traditional human-centered
frameworks, questioning the limitations of humanism itself.
Thinkers such as Rosi Braidotti and Cary Wolfe have called
for a posthuman paradigm that incorporates nonhuman enti-
ties—machines, animals, and ecosystems—into our under-
standing of agency, identity, and ethics. This is directly rele-
vant to transhumanism, which seeks to transcend the limita-
tions of the human body and consciousness. By viewing hu-
mans as part of a broader posthuman ecology, transhumanism
must grapple with ethical considerations regarding enhance-
ment technologies. It can no longer be solely about human
progress but must be about broader networks of intelligence
and sentience.

The work of Kurt VVonnegut, particularly his satirical ex-
aminations of technology and humanity (Slaughterhouse-Five
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and Player Piano), helps contextualize this shift [47, 48].
Vonnegut explores the tension between human agency and
mechanization, an essential theme in posthumanism. Trans-
humanism, while often optimistic about technological en-
hancement, needs Vonnegut’s cautionary lens to consider the
consequences of dehumanization and loss of autonomy in a
highly technologized world.

Moreover, Albert Camus’ philosophical contributions, such
as his exploration of the absurd and the tension between hu-
man meaning and an indifferent universe (The Myth of Sisy-
phus, The First Man), provide a critical counterbalance to the
idealistic views of transhumanist utopias [8]. Camus’ works
offer a reminder that existential crises could arise when hu-
mans augment themselves beyond their natural limitations,
confronting questions about purpose and meaning that science
and technology may not easily resolve. Incorporating specu-
lative design as a methodology in transhumanism allows for
creative explorations of the future, envisioning scenarios
where human enhancement intersects with society’s political,
economic, and cultural dimensions. The works of speculative
thinkers and intellectuals provide radical imaginaries of these
possibilities. Moore’s Cloud narratives invite readers to en-
gage in immersive storytelling, contemplating how aug-
mented realities, enhanced cognitive capacities, and decen-
tralized social structures may emerge from transhumanist
technologies [36, 37].

This speculative approach aligns with the discussions of
Manuel Castells in The Rise of the Network Society, where he
envisions a global networked society enabled by technology,
reshaping social, economic, and spatial relations [13]. The
incorporation of speculative design into transhumanism en-
courages bold visions of future societies, not just technolog-
ically advanced but socially restructured by these enhance-
ments.

3. Toward a Transhumanist Vanguard:
The Hungarian Avant-Garde

The Hungarian Avant-Garde, emerging during the 1920s,
was an art movement that simultaneously engaged with rad-
ical innovation and social transformation. Through the work
of artists like Lajos Kass&, Sador Bortnyik, L&zI6 Mo-
holy-Nagy, and L&zI6 Pé&i, the movement proposed that
artistic progress necessitated a re-imagining of both aesthetic
and human experience. This vision is echoed in transhuman-
ism, which envisions the transformative potential of science
and technology not merely as tools of human enhancement
but as catalysts of cultural and ideological evolution. As in the
avant-garde, transhumanism’s pursuit of progress demands a
radical re-visioning of human identity, blurring boundaries
between material reality and simulated environments. This
alignment with the avant-garde provides transhumanism with
a historical framework that accentuates its ideological poten-
tial and emphasizes the ethical considerations of its techno-
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logical ambitions.

Historically, the Holy Crown of St. Stephen has functioned
as a powerful symbol of Hungary’s political and spiritual
unity, central to its national identity since its coronation of
Stephen | in 1000 AD. Its enduring significance as a relic of
divine authority and cultural heritage persisted through cen-
turies of political upheaval, from the Ottoman occupation to
Habsburg rule and beyond. The Hungarian avant-garde of the
early 20th century emerged in a period of national and cultural
flux, following the dissolution of Austria-Hungary after
World War | [46]. Avant-garde artists, such as Lajos Kass&,
sought to break from the constraints of traditional narratives,
including those embodied by icons like the Holy Crown, to
assert a modern, globalized vision of Hungarian identity [40].
This historical tension—between the Crown’s representation
of continuity and the avant-garde’s embrace of rup-
ture—provides a critical framework for understanding
transhumanism’s aspirations. Much like the avant-garde re-
jected medieval hierarchies in favor of progressive ideals,
transhumanism challenges the boundaries of the human itself,
advocating for a technologically mediated identity untethered
from biological or national determinism. By situating these
movements within their historical contexts, we uncover a
recurring dialectic: the push and pull between preserving
identity and radically transforming it in response to cultural
and technological shifts.

The tumultuous period surrounding World War 11 intensi-
fied the rift between the Holy Crown of St. Stephen and the
progressive ideals represented by the Hungarian avant-garde.
During the war, the Crown was evacuated to protect it from
the advancing Soviet forces, eventually falling into American
hands and symbolizing the fragile state of Hungary’s national
sovereignty [6]. Meanwhile, the avant-garde movement, al-
ready fragmented by political oppression during the interwar
years, faced further suppression under the fascist and com-
munist regimes. The Crown came to represent not only
Hungary’s cultural heritage but also a contested symbol in the
ideological struggles between tradition and modernity. The
avant-garde’s critique of entrenched hierarchies, including
nationalist iconography like the Crown, was silenced by re-
gimes that sought to co-opt or suppress dissenting voices. This
historical moment highlights the fraught interplay between
cultural preservation and radical transformation, laying the
groundwork for contemporary transhumanism. Just as the
post-war rediscovery and eventual repatriation of the Crown
underscored questions of identity and sovereignty, transhu-
manism’s challenge to fixed notions of humanity echoes the
avant-garde’s defiance, inviting reflection on how technology
might mediate future cultural and political rifts.

L&zlAGMoholy-Nagy’s experimentation with light, motion,
and industrial materials within the Bauhaus context under-
scores the avant-garde commitment to redefining materiality
and sensory experience [14]. Moholy-Nagy’s kinetic art di-
rectly anticipated the immersive, experiential technologies
that transhumanism seeks to normalize—virtual and aug-
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mented realities that not only simulate environments but ac-
tively reconfigure identity and embodiment within digital
landscapes. For transhumanism, the digitization of identity
offers unprecedented opportunities for individuals to trans-
cend physical limitations, embody new forms, and interact
with augmented environments in ways that seem to challenge
the boundaries of the self.

Yet, this reconfiguration also reintroduces long-standing
ideological questions about agency and authenticity. While
Moholy-Nagy’s work critiqued rigid structures and opened
new sensory experiences, transhumanism’s pursuit of virtual
embodiment risks reproducing a narrow, market-driven vision
of human enhancement. Much as avant-garde artists redefined
their materials to expand artistic language, transhumanist
practitioners must scrutinize the frameworks within which
they deploy their technologies, particularly as they relate to
socio-political power in the modern city setting [29]. A truly
transformative transhumanism would, therefore, heed Mo-
holy-Nagy’s call to radically repurpose the material con-
straints of reality, fostering accessible, human-centered
technological spaces rather than replicating existing hierar-
chies in digital form.

Lajos Kassak’s vision of a collective will, central to the
avant-garde project, aligns with transhumanism’s ideal of
enhancing human potential on a societal scale. Kass& un-
derstood art to activate collective agency, proposing that
aesthetic and social progress are mutually reinforcing. This
ethos resonates with the U.S. Transhumanist Party’s objective
to democratize access to life-enhancing technologies, envi-
sioning a society where every individual can transcend bio-
logical limitations. However, Kassak’s emphasis on “pictorial
architecture” as a vehicle for social mobilization invites
scrutiny of transhumanism’s operational frameworks. While
transhumanism imagines technology as a public good, its
integration into the economic frameworks of Silicon Valley
often contradicts this vision, funneling power and access into
the hands of a select elite.

In Kasséak’s avant-garde, artistic collectives represented the
democratization of creativity, positioning the artist as both an
individual and community member within a shared aesthetic
project. Transhumanism, to embody this philosophy fully,
must actively promote accessible systems that prioritize col-
lective autonomy over privatized innovation. Just as Kassak’s
work engaged with Yugoslav-Hungarian literature to expand
cultural consciousness across boundaries, a transhumanist
collective will ought to engage a plurality of voices, priori-
tizing inclusivity over exclusivity. This inclusive ethos would
not merely enhance society’s relationship to technology but
could also democratize identity itself by facilitating diverse
forms of self-expression in digital and augmented spaces.

Péri’s “spatial constructions” and Bortnyik’s contributions
to the MA group encapsulate the avant-garde’s commitment
to technological experimentation as a form of ideological
praxis. By challenging the limitations of conventional art
forms, these artists constructed new realities that blurred the
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line between art and life, directly influencing their audiences’
perception of reality. In Péri’s case, “spatial construction”
sought to redefine the aesthetic experience by challenging the
viewer’s perception of space, paralleling transhumanism’s
ambition to disrupt the conventional limits of human experi-
ence.

Transhumanism, like Péri’s constructions, seeks to redefine
human potential by challenging the limitations of the material
body. However, while Péri’s work remained deeply critical of
existing power structures, transhumanist applications often
replicate these structures, particularly through the commodi-
fication of enhancement technologies. If transhumanism is to
realize its potential as a true avant-garde of human progress, it
must, like Pé&i, rigorously interrogate its ideological com-
mitments. This means cultivating technologies that promote
societal benefit, emphasize ethical considerations, and chal-
lenge the market-driven imperatives that increasingly domi-
nate the tech industry.

The Hungarian Avant-Garde’s efforts to reshape art, soci-
ety, and identity through radical redefinitions of materiality,
collectivity, and ideology mirror transhumanism’s ambition to
enhance human potential through technological innovation.
By drawing on avant-garde principles, transhumanism gains a
framework to critically examine its relationship with power,
agency, and collective transformation. Just as the avant-garde
artists redefined the boundaries of art to reflect a broader
ideological commitment, transhumanism must continually
re-evaluate its technological applications to ensure that they
serve the collective good rather than reinforce existing ine-
qualities. Embracing an avant-garde ethos would enable
transhumanism to establish itself as a movement that not only
enhances the human experience but also reshapes the so-
cio-political conditions that define it.

4. Critical Posthumanities: Rethinking
the Disciplines

The emergent field of critical posthumanities is crucial for
transhumanist studies, offering an interdisciplinary space that
draws on philosophy, literature, history, and critical theory.
By transcending the boundaries between the humanities and
sciences, the critical posthumanities can offer new perspec-
tives on the ethical, social, and cultural implications of en-
hancement technologies. Our contemporary vexation empha-
sizes how emergent media technologies and social media have
shaped political identities and movements that turn into
cult-like personalities. These kinds of analyses underscore
how technology is not politically neutral, aligning with
transhumanism’s need to consider how technological ad-
vancements might reinforce or disrupt existing power struc-
tures. This inquiry ties into Gramsci’s theory of hegemony,
revealing how cultural and ideological power works in tan-
dem with technological advancements such as Fordism. The
development of artificial intelligence, machine learning, and
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wearable technologies in transhumanism echoes these his-
torical trajectories, leading to the quantification of life it-
self—a phenomenon that demands critical scrutiny from a
posthuman perspective.

In Algorithms of Oppression, Safiya Noble critiques how
algorithms perpetuate racial inequalities, urging transhuman-
ists to confront the biases that may arise in technologically
enhanced societies. The emergent field of decolonial digital
humanities responds to these challenges by interrogating the
ways technology can reproduce or resist colonial power
structures. Heidi Hausse’s exploration of prosthetics during
the early modern period provides an invaluable historical
insight into the embodiment of technology [24]. As Hausse
explains, prosthetics during this era reflected not just tech-
nological innovation but also cultural narratives about the
human body and disability. Her research reminds us that the
integration of technology into the body—central to transhu-
manism—is not a neutral act but a deeply cultural one. By
considering the historical context of prosthetic technologies,
transhumanists can better understand how body modification
reflects broader societal values and power dynamics of bodily
insecurity.

5. New Western History and Political
Dimensions of Science and Technology

Finally, integrating the political and historical frameworks
of the “New Western History” into this treatise allows for a
broader reflection on the relationship between science, tech-
nology, and political history. The American People: Creating
a Nation and a Society, Volume I to 1877 by Nash, Howe, and
others, offers valuable insights into how technological ad-
vancements (such as the telegraph and the railroad) played a
crucial role in shaping the political and economic landscape of
early America [38]. Incorporating this political history into
transhumanism allows for a more nuanced understanding of
how science and technology have historically been mobilized
to advance political agendas, especially Manifest Destiny’s
westward expansion. The open roads of America are no dif-
ferent [12].

Integrating these academic fields and texts into the trans-
humanist discourse brings forth more radical, reflective, and
critical transhumanism. By drawing from posthumanism,
speculative design, critical posthumanities, and decolonial
digital humanities, transhumanism can avoid the pitfalls of
technological determinism and engage in more ethical, in-
clusive, and imaginative visions of the future. Transhumanism
must remain grounded in a critical understanding of historical,
political, and cultural power, as illustrated by the contribu-
tions of thinkers such as Gramsci and Camus. Moreover, by
looking at speculative futures and immersive storytelling,
transhumanism can offer radical alternatives that challenge
the status quo. As we move toward an enhanced future, the
transhumanist treatise must be open to these avant-garde


http://www.sciencepg.com/journal/sf

Science Frontiers

http://www.sciencepg.com/journal/sf

academic currents, ensuring that the pursuit of human en-
hancement is not just a technological endeavor, but a deeply
cultural, ethical, and political one.

Marx’s “hazardous concept” of technology warns us of the
contradictions embedded in technological innovation [34].
How can transhumanism, with its focus on human enhance-
ment, avoid reinforcing existing structures of inequality?
Foucault’s biopolitics and Rose’s Politics of Life Itself pro-
vide critical insights into the intersections of biology, power,
and technology [44]. For transhumanism to be emancipatory,
it must grapple with how bodies, gender, race, and labor are
reconfigured through science and technology. This process
often remains obscured by the “pernicious neutrality” of
technoscience, which disguises power relations within infra-
structures that serve dominant cultural and political interests.
Thus, we ask: How can the USTP create infrastructures that
do not merely reproduce existing inequalities but transform
them? Through new biopolitics of care, as theorized by
Haraway and feminist scholars of technology, we can build a
science that is situated, partial, and accountable—an emana-
tion of justice rather than control.

Donna Haraway’s influential Cyborgs and Emily Martin’s
critique of gendered narratives in biology challenge us to
think of the body beyond its current limitations [22, 35].
Transhumanism must reject essentialist ideas of the body in
favor of an emanative conception, where the body, gender,
and care become sites of radical transformation. The body,
seen as a canvas for technological enhancement, must also be
a site of political contestation. Feminist theorists like Hi’ilei
Hobart and Tamara Kneese stress the need for radical care in a
world where bodies are commodified and surveilled. In the
future envisioned by the USTP, care will not be a secondary or
marginalized concern; it will be central to technological in-
novation [26].

The reproductive capacities of both society and nature are
reimagined in the transhumanist future. Walter Benjamin’s
critique of mechanical reproduction under capitalism hints at
the dangers of mass-produced, standardized Fordism human-
ity [3]. But transhumanism must resist the pitfalls of me-
chanical reproduction, seeking instead a sublime form of
self-reproduction—one that balances technology’s potential
for homogenization with the rich diversity of human experi-
ence. Urbanism thrives on this interconnectedness and inter-
disciplinary within its metaphorical, and literal wall of
abundance [20]. Call it special well-being [43]. Transhu-
manist infrastructures—digital networks, prosthetics, and
Al—must reflect an emanative ethics of care and justice. As
Castells theorizes the “space of flows” in the network society,
transhumanism positions itself as both within and beyond
these flows, using them as tools for empowerment rather than
domination [13].

In an age where private labor fuels public consumption, and
selfhood becomes a product, Byung-Chul Han’s Psychopoli-
tics serves as a critical guide [21]. Transhumanists must be
wary of how technology creates neoliberal subjects who are
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controlled by their data [27]. The emanative theory of tech-
nology positions the self as fluid, ever-expanding, yet con-
scious of the structures that seek to define and limit it. As the
digital self emanates into broader networks, transhumanists
must cultivate selfhood as a creative, autonomous force—one
that resists surveillance and commodification. Secrecy and the
techno-spy authority are not isolated enigma but spread
throughout this ideological regime’s body-politic [33]. In this
sense, the self becomes a site of resistance against the new
psychopolitics of neoliberalism.

6. Never Neutral—Technoscience and
Algorithmic Liberation

The neutrality of science has long been exposed as a myth,
especially in the wake of algorithmic bias and systemic racism
embedded in Artificial Intelligence or Al, and digital infra-
structures. Safiya Noble’s Algorithms of Oppression and
Shalini Kantayya’s “Coded Bias” reveal the dangers of un-
checked technological advancement [30, 39]. The USTP,
rooted in an emanative ethos, seeks to create technologies that
liberate rather than oppress. Transhumanists must actively
work to decolonize technology, creating systems that em-
power marginalized communities. The future of Al must be
one where biases are not merely corrected, but where justice is
coded into the very fabric of technological systems.

The integration of transhumanist technologies into modern
warfare represents a critical juncture where advancements in
human enhancement meet the harsh realities of perpetual
conflict. Technologies such as advanced prosthetics,
Al-powered drones, and exoskeletons, initially designed to
improve human capabilities, are increasingly repurposed by
defense industries to create a new breed of enhanced soldiers
and equipment. These developments shift the ethical land-
scape of warfare, raising questions about the commodification
of human bodies and the blurring lines between the organic
and the mechanical in combat zones against an ev-
er-strengthening adversary.

Economic imperatives play a significant role in perpetuat-
ing these “forever wars.” Technology corporations, entwined
with defense industries, often stand to gain from prolonged
conflicts, as innovation in weaponized enhancements feeds
into a profit-driven military-industrial complex. This cycle
exacerbates class divides, with affluent nations deploying
enhanced soldiers and advanced weaponry, while marginal-
ized populations bear the brunt of these conflicts without
access to similar resources. Moreover, the reduced human
cost of war for technologically superior nations could incen-
tivize continuous military engagement, deepening global
inequities.

The U.S. Transhumanist Party, while largely focused on
individual and societal enhancement, must contend with the
ethical implications of these military applications. How might
these technologies, when deployed in warfare, reshape not


http://www.sciencepg.com/journal/sf

Science Frontiers

http://www.sciencepg.com/journal/sf

only combat strategies but also global power dynamics [15]?
Can regulatory frameworks prevent the exploitation of
transhumanist innovations for profit-driven violence? These
questions demand urgent attention as the line between human
enhancement and militarization continues to blur, threatening
to entrench a dystopian cycle of technological superiority and
unending war.

As transhumanists envision new forms of enhancement,
they must critically engage with the politics of prosthetics and
Al, as explored by Atanasoski and Vora [1]. The body be-
comes a site of both empowerment and exploitation, and the
USTP must advocate for ethical technologies that expand
human potential without reducing people to instruments of
capital or state power. Since the nineteenth-century women
have dealt suffrage a mighty persona in the form of Victoria
Woodhull [11, 19]. The future is one where prosthetics are not
simply tools but extensions of human freedom. Al, too, must
be guided by ethical principles that emanate from a deep
respect for human dignity and diversity. As Preciado’s Testo
Junkie and Alvaro Jarrin’s biopolitical takes on beauty show,
the future of transhumanism is deeply aesthetic and biopolit-
ical [41, 42]. The body, in its enhanced form, becomes both a
work of art and a political statement. The USTP envisions a
world where beauty, health, and enhancement are available to
all, not as commaodities, but as expressions of a more just and
equitable society.

In this future, beauty is not a standard imposed from above
but an emanation of diverse human experiences. This is the
final frontier of transhumanist politics—a future where the

body is a site of freedom, justice, and aesthetic transformation.

This treatise posits that the U.S. Transhumanist Party (USTP)
embodies an emanative approach to science, technology, and
culture, rejecting instrumentalism in favor of a vision that
emphasizes equity, justice, and the radical reimagining of the
human condition through artistic creativity and “free-will.”
By integrating concepts from autotheory, the critical theories
of Antonio Gramsci, and the linguistic critiques of Noam
Chomsky, this treatise serves as a call for scholars and prac-
titioners in cultural studies and history to embrace the trans-
formative potential of transhumanism while remaining criti-
cally aware of its cultural implications.

7. Autotheory and the Radical Subject

At the heart of the transhumanist agenda lies a vision of
progress that transcends traditional notions of positivism.
Rather than viewing technology as merely an instrument for
human dominance over nature, transhumanism reframes it as
an emanative force—one that arises from a collective desire to
improve the human condition. Heidegger’s critique of tech-
nology emphasizes the need to re-evaluate our relationship
with the technological world [25]. This emanative approach
aligns with the thoughts of Freud, who regarded human crea-
tivity as a driving force behind technological innovation [18].
By acknowledging the interconnectedness of human desires
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and technological advancement, transhumanism offers a
pathway toward a more inclusive understanding of progress.
The interplay between culture and power is crucial in under-
standing how technological advancements shape society. As
noted by Marx and Foucault, technology often serves the
interests of dominant classes while perpetuating inequality
[17]. Transhumanism must confront these power dynamics by
advocating for equitable access to technological advance-
ments.

In examining the political economy of technology, we find
that innovations often reflect existing cultural biases, rein-
forcing social hierarchies rather than dismantling them. By
addressing these inequalities, the USTP can ensure that
transhumanism becomes a vehicle for empowerment rather
than oppression. Autotheory, as articulated by contemporary
theorists, combines personal narrative with critical theory,
inviting individuals to position themselves within broader
social and cultural contexts. This approach aligns with
transhumanism’s emphasis on the potential for personal and
collective transformation.

Transhumanism must be critically aware of the narratives it
perpetuates, ensuring that it does not unwittingly reinforce
existing power structures. By fostering a counter-hegemonic
discourse, transhumanism can challenge dominant cultural
paradigms, creating space for alternative visions of the future.
This process involves recognizing the role of marginalized
voices and integrating them into the transhumanist agenda.

8. The Role of Language and
Communication

Noam Chomsky’s linguistic theories highlight the im-
portance of language in shaping human cognition and com-
munication. In the context of transhumanism, understanding
the role of language is essential for fostering inclusive dia-
logue around technological advancements. Transhumanists
must critically engage with the language used to describe
emerging technologies, ensuring that it reflects a commitment
to equity and justice. By cultivating a language of inclusivity,
transhumanism can better articulate its vision for the future.
Zoltan Istvan refers to it as a “wager” of sorts [28].

Feminist theorists, including Judith Butler, Haraway, and
Martin, provide critical insights into how technology inter-
sects with gender and biopolitics [7]. Transhumanism must
address these intersections by advocating for a more equitable
and just approach to technological advancement. This in-
volves recognizing the role of care in the context of technol-
ogy, as articulated by Hobart and Kneese. By centering care
on the transhumanist agenda, we can create a more inclusive
vision for the future.

The intersection of race and technology is a critical area of
inquiry for transhumanism. Noble’s work on algorithmic bias
and Kantayya’s examination of facial recognition technology
reveal the ways in which technology can reinforce systemic
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racism. Transhumanism must actively work to dismantle
these biases, advocating for equitable access to technological
advancements and ensuring that marginalized communities
are not further oppressed by emerging technologies. The
relationship between beauty and technology is a crucial aspect
of transhumanism. Preciado’s exploration of the biopolitics of
beauty and Jarrin’s work on aesthetic citizenship highlights
the ways technology can shape our understanding of beauty
and identity. Transhumanism must embrace a diverse and
inclusive vision of beauty, recognizing that aesthetic. Progress,
often equated with technological advancement, is a concept
that needs reexamination. Traditional notions of progress are
rooted in positivism, which emphasizes empirical evidence
and objective measurement. However, this view often ob-
scures the cultural and ethical implications of technological
development. As noted by Latour, the process of scientific
discovery is deeply intertwined with social contexts and
power relations [32].

Emanation theory, derived from various philosophical tra-
ditions, posits that all phenomena arise from a single source,
reflecting a continuum of existence. This perspective chal-
lenges the dichotomy between nature and culture, suggesting
that technological advancements should be viewed as part of a
broader, interconnected human experience. Transhumanism
can benefit from this understanding by framing progress as a
communal endeavor rather than a mere accumulation of in-
dividual achievements. Understanding the political economy
of technology requires examining how technological ad-
vancements are produced, distributed, and consumed. For
instance, the digital divide highlights disparities in access to
technology, which are often linked to socioeconomic status
and geographical location [13].

Noam Chomsky’s linguistic theories highlight the im-
portance of language in shaping human cognition and com-
munication. Language can be both a tool of empowerment and
a mechanism of oppression. Transhumanism must critically
engage with the language used to describe emerging tech-
nologies. Developing a language of inclusivity is essential for
articulating the transhumanist vision. This involves recog-
nizing the power dynamics inherent in language and striving
for terminology that reflects a commitment to equity and
justice. The language used in Al development often reflects
existing biases, perpetuating stereotypes and marginalization
[39]. Transhumanism can reshape public discourse by
adopting inclusive language that emphasizes collaboration,
equity, and justice.

Care is a central theme in feminist discourse and must be
integrated into the transhumanist agenda’s message. This
involves recognizing the importance of care work, which is
often devalued in a capitalist society. Technologies of care use
innovations in healthcare technology, such as telemedicine,
have the potential to enhance access to care while challenging
traditional hierarchies in medical practice. Immunity comes at
a cost [2]. Community-based care models emphasize that
community-oriented care models can help address the ine-
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qualities perpetuated by conventional healthcare systems.

Establishing ethical standards in the development and im-
plementation of prosthetics and Al is crucial. This includes
considerations around accessibility, affordability, and the
potential for exploitation. Examining the accessibility of
prosthetic technologies highlights disparities in healthcare
and the need for equitable solutions. The ethical implications
of Al in decision-making processes underscore the im-
portance of transparency and accountability in technological
development. Initiatives aimed at increasing accountability in
algorithmic decision-making can help mitigate racial biases in
technology. Encouraging diverse representations in media can
help shift societal perceptions of beauty and identity. John
Berger, an English art critic with British broadcasting projects
including Ways of Seeing, lauded one of the most influential
art programs, argued that mass media changed how people
perceived art [4]. Engaging communities in participatory art
projects can foster dialogue around the beauty, identity, and
technology of the avant-garde.

Progress, often equated with technological advancement, is
a concept that needs reexamination. Traditional notions of
progress are rooted in positivism, which emphasizes empirical
evidence and objective measurement. However, this view
often obscures the cultural and ethical implications of tech-
nological development. As noted by Latour [32], the process
of scientific discovery is deeply intertwined with social con-
texts and power relations. Emanation theory, derived from
various philosophical traditions, posits that all phenomena
arise from a single source, reflecting a continuum of existence.
This perspective challenges the dichotomy between nature
and culture, suggesting that technological advancements
should be viewed as part of a broader, interconnected human
experience.

Tom Ross’s philosophy emphasizes the interconnectedness
of existence, aligning with emanation theory and Chomsky.
Ross argues that the essence of being transcends individual
experience, advocating for a collective understanding of hu-
manity that resonates with transhumanist ideals. Ross’s work
on the ethics of technology underscores the importance of
accountability and transparency in technological development
and language acquisition for newcomers. Ray Kurzweil is his
predecessor, further reiterating how close singularity is in the
minds of forthcoming intellectuals [31]. His perspective can
help guide the ethical framework for transhumanist practices,
ensuring they prioritize communal well-being over profit.
Initiatives that promote collaboration in technology devel-
opment can exemplify Ross’s ethical approach, ensuring
equitable access to innovations. Ross’s insights into envi-
ronmental ethics align with transhumanist efforts to develop
sustainable technologies, advocating for a harmonious rela-
tionship between humanity and nature. Transhumanism in-
vites a reevaluation of beauty standards and aesthetics in a
world increasingly influenced by technology.

Some authors such as science fiction writer N. Matthias
Moore offer critical insights into the relationship between
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aesthetics, identity, and the human experience in a techno-
logically mediated world. In this narrative, Moore explores
the concept of beauty in a hyper-connected society in his
Cloud science-fiction series, where personal identity is shaped
by digital interactions and the commaodification of self. The
characters grapple with the implications of technology on
their perceptions of beauty, illustrating how digital platforms
can both empower and constrain individual expression. This
work delves into the ethical dilemmas posed by technological
enhancement, particularly concerning social equity and the
aesthetics of the “ideal” body [36, 37]. Moore critiques how
societal norms dictate standards of beauty, emphasizing the
need for a more inclusive understanding that embraces di-
versity and challenges conventional ideals.

9. Hauntologies and the Ghosts of
Production

In the context of transhumanism and its sociocultural im-
plications, the concept of hauntology becomes particularly
pertinent. Coined by philosopher Jacques Derrida, hauntology
refers to the return or persistence of elements from the past,
particularly concerning lost futures and unfulfilled potentials.
This notion resonates strongly within the framework of
transhumanism, where aspirations for enhancement and im-
mortality often confront the realities of social inequalities and
historical injustices.

In 2016, sociocultural anthropologists engaged with the
idea of hauntology to analyze how the specters of past pro-
duction methods, labor histories, and technological aspira-
tions continue to influence contemporary society. As we look
toward a transhumanist future, we must reckon with these
“ghosts of production,” which remind us that the technologies
we seek to embrace are steeped in the legacies of colonialism,
exploitation, and systemic oppression.

For instance, the development of enhancement technolo-
gies often mirrors the historical trajectories of industrial
production, where certain bodies are valued over others. The
ghosts of these histories haunt our present, shaping who gets
access to technological advancements and who remains mar-
ginalized. By incorporating hauntological perspectives into
our examination of transhumanism, we can better understand
how the promise of a technologically enhanced future is in-
tertwined with the realities of historical and ongoing inequal-
ities that are oft spoken of by spokespeople [45]. Yet, prom-
ises are seldom kept one hundred percent of the time.

The works of Albert Camus offer profound insights into the
human condition, particularly as we navigate the complexities
of transhumanism. Camus’s philosophy, often centered on the
absurd, invites us to confront the inherent contradictions of
existence and the search for meaning in a seemingly indif-
ferent universe. In this context, his reflections on human re-
silience and the pursuit of authenticity resonate deeply with
the aspirations and anxieties surrounding enhancement tech-
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nologies.

Camus’s The Myth of Sisyphus serves as a poignant meta-
phor for the transhumanist journey that can occur in the
American transhumanist movement [9, 10]. Just as Sisyphus
is condemned to eternally push a boulder up a hill, only to see
it roll back down, individuals pursuing enhancement may find
themselves grappling with the futility of their aspirations in
the face of systemic obstacles and ethical dilemmas. The quest
for an enhanced existence can be seen as both a noble en-
deavor and a Sisyphean struggle, as we confront the limita-
tions imposed by society and the legacies of power that haunt
our technological aspirations.

Moreover, Camus’s emphasis on the importance of soli-
darity and community aligns with the ethical considerations
inherent in transhumanism. As we explore the potential of
enhancement technologies, we must remember Camus’s as-
sertion that human connection and shared experiences are
vital to finding meaning in our lives. This perspective compels
us to envision a transhumanist future that prioritizes inclu-
sivity, recognizing the value of diverse voices and experi-
ences in shaping the narrative of technological progress.

By integrating the insights of figures such as Camus, we
can enrich our understanding of transhumanism, recognizing
that the journey toward enhancement is fraught with existen-
tial questions. As we strive to create a future defined by equity
and inclusivity, we must engage with the complexities of our
past, the hauntologies that inform our present, and the ethical
implications of our technological aspirations. This treatise
calls for a transhumanism that not only seeks to transcend
human limitations but also embraces the richness of the hu-
man experience. By fostering critical dialogue, acknowledg-
ing our historical contexts, and prioritizing ethical considera-
tions, we can work toward a future where technology en-
hances our collective humanity rather than detracts from it.

Kurt Vonnegut, a master of blending satire with science
fiction, provides a critical lens through which we can examine
the promises and pitfalls of transhumanism. His works often
explore the absurdities of modern life and the unforeseen
consequences of technological advancements, inviting read-
ers to reflect on the ethical dimensions of progress. In a world
increasingly driven by enhancement technologies, Vonne-
gut’s narratives challenge us to question the motivations be-
hind our aspirations and the societal implications of our
choices.

In novels such as Player Piano, Vonnegut presents a dys-
topian vision where technology replaces human labor, leading
to a society divided between the elite and the disenfranchised
[47]. This critique aligns closely with the transhumanist dis-
course, which often celebrates technological advancement
without fully addressing the potential for increased inequality.
As we strive for enhancement and transcendence, we must
heed Vonnegut’s warning about the dangers of dehumaniza-
tion that can accompany unchecked technological progress.

Moreover, Vonnegut’s exploration of the human condition,
particularly through his recurring theme of “so it goes,” em-
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phasizes the inevitability of suffering and the absurdity of
existence. This perspective invites a nuanced discussion
within transhumanism, encouraging us to consider whether
the pursuit of enhancement can genuinely alleviate the human
condition or if it merely complicates our understanding of
what it means to be human. In a society where technological
enhancements are commodified, the risk of alienation and
existential despair becomes ever more pronounced.
Vonnegut’s satirical tone serves as a reminder that while
we may aspire to transcend our biological limitations, we
must also remain vigilant about the ethical ramifications of
our technological pursuits. His insistence on the importance
of empathy and human connection in a fragmented world
resonates deeply with the ethical imperatives of responsible
transhumanism—one that seeks to uplift all members of so-
ciety rather than perpetuate divisions. Understanding that
embraces diversity and challenges conventional ideals.

10. Conclusion

Integrating Vonnegut’s insights into our understanding of
transhumanism invites us to approach the future with both
hope and caution. As we navigate the complexities of en-
hancement technologies, we must remain conscious of the
absurdities that may arise and the ethical dilemmas we will
face. Embracing a transhumanist future necessitates a com-
mitment to inclusivity and solidarity, ensuring that the bene-
fits of technological progress are accessible to all, rather than
entrenching existing inequalities. By critically engaging with
the works of authors like Vonnegut, we enrich our discourse
on transhumanism, fostering a comprehensive understanding
of how culture, technology, and power interact in shaping our
shared human experience.

As we conclude this exploration of transhumanism, cultural
studies, and the avant-garde, it is imperative to situate these
discussions within the broader philosophical framework.
Classical liberalism, with its emphasis on individual rights,
freedom, and the role of rational discourse, provides a foun-
dational context for understanding the transformative poten-
tial of emergent technologies in shaping our society toward an
even more critical posthumanism debate the likes Frederick
Douglass would hold in high esteem [5, 16]. The avant-garde,
as a critical lens, calls us to transcend the boundaries of con-
ventional thought and engage with the complexities of our
technological landscape. By integrating classical liberal ideas,
we underscore the importance of individual autonomy and the
capacity for self-determination in the face of rapid change. In
this light, transhumanism emerges not merely as a quest for
technological enhancement but as a potential pathway to
greater personal freedom and self-actualization. It aligns with
the classical liberal ideal of progress through reason, as indi-
viduals seek to transcend their biological limitations in pursuit
of a more enriched existence.

However, as we navigate the nuances of transhumanism,
we must remain vigilant against the risks of technocratic
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domination, where the very technologies designed to liberate
can also reinforce existing hierarchies and inequalities. This
tension reflects classical liberalism’s inherent concerns about
the balance of power and the need for robust democratic in-
stitutions to safeguard individual freedoms. The insights of
theorists like Gramsci and Chomsky remind us that power is
never neutral; it is constantly negotiated and contested within
the public sphere. The avant-garde thus serves as a critical
intervention.

The concept of “hauntology,” as articulated within soci-
ocultural anthropology, resonates deeply with classical liberal
ideas by emphasizing the enduring impact of historical injus-
tices on contemporary struggles for freedom, equality, and the
emanation of prosperity. Just as classical liberalism champions
the idea of historical accountability in shaping just societies, the
avant-garde beckons us to confront the ghosts of our
past—those structures and ideologies that continue to haunt our
present. By doing so, we can cultivate a richer understanding of
how technology can serve as a means of addressing systemic
inequalities rather than exacerbating them.

Furthermore, engaging with works like The American Peo-
ple: Creating a Nation and a Society enhances our under-
standing of the intertwined narratives of science, technology,
and political history. The New Western History framework
illuminates the complex relationships between individual
agency and societal structures, inviting us to reflect on the role
of collective action in shaping our technological future. This
approach aligns with classical liberalism’s emphasis on the
importance of civic engagement and the public good, advo-
cating for a society where technology empowers rather than
alienates.

In synthesizing these diverse threads, we arrive at a vision
of the avant-garde as an essential force for progressive change.
By embracing immersive storytelling, digital rhetorics, and
the speculative possibilities of virtual reality, we can envision
futures that honor the complexity of human experiences while
fostering inclusive narratives. In conclusion, the avant-garde,
viewed through the lens of classical liberalism and critical
posthumanism, offers a powerful framework for understand-
ing the interplay of technology, culture, and individual agency.
As we engage with the promise and peril of transhumanism,
we are reminded of our collective responsibility to advocate
for a society that prioritizes human dignity, freedom, and
equality. It is in this critical engagement that we find the
potential to shape a future where technology serves as a tool
for liberation, enabling individuals to transcend their limita-
tions and participate fully in the ongoing dialogue of progress
and humanity.

Abbreviations

Al
USTP

Artificial Intelligence
U.S. Transhumanist Party
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