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Abstract

The assassination of Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis in January 2020 marked a pivotal moment in Middle Eastern geopolitics, disrupting
the balance of power among state and non-state actors across the region. Despite growing scholarly attention to the immediate
aftermath of his death, limited research has systematically examined its longer-term, cumulative effects on regional alliances,
conflict dynamics, and strategic realignments. This study addresses that gap by investigating how al-Muhandis' martyrdom has
continued to shape geopolitical developments in Irag and the broader Middle East in the years since. The research adopts a
pragmatic, qualitative approach, drawing on historical analysis, examination of political dynamics, and stakeholder perspectives
to trace shifts in power structures, alliance formations, and conflict trajectories linked to this event. Data were gathered through
document analysis, review of political and media discourse, and scenario-based assessment, enabling a multidimensional
evaluation of both immediate and evolving consequences. Findings indicate that al-Muhandis' death intensified competition
among regional actors, accelerated shifts in militia-state relations within Iraq, and reshaped the strategic calculations of both
regional and international stakeholders, with effects that continue to reverberate through ongoing conflicts and diplomatic
realignments. The study concludes that individual, high-profile political killings can generate durable structural effects on
regional stability, extending well beyond their immediate aftermath. These findings contribute to a deeper understanding of the
interplay between targeted political violence and geopolitical transformation, offering insights relevant to policymakers, security
analysts, and scholars engaged in Middle Eastern studies. The study further recommends continued monitoring of the long-term
ramifications of such events for regional security frameworks.

Keywords
Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, Martyrdom, Regional Geopolitics, Middle East, Political Dynamics

1. Introduction

landscape. Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis, born Jamal Jafaar Mo-
hammed Ali Ebrahimi, was a highly influential and powerful

1.1. Background of the Study

The study on the ongoing impact of Abu Mahdi Al-Mu-
handis' martyrdom on regional geopolitics is rooted in the
broader context of the Middle East's complex geopolitical

figure in Iraq and the wider region. He was a key commander
in the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), a coalition of pre-
dominantly Shia paramilitary groups that played a crucial role
in the fight against ISIS in [1]. Al-Muhandis' significance in
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regional geopolitics stems from his leadership role within the
PMF and his close ties to Iran. The PMF, under Al-Muhandis'
leadership, emerged as a major force in Iraq, exerting signifi-
cant influence over the country's security and political dynam-
ics. The aftermath of Al-Muhandis' death has been marked by
a shifting power dynamic in Irag and the wider Middle East.
The void left by his absence has created a vacuum within the
PMF and raised questions about the future direction of the
group. Additionally, his death has fueled existing rivalries and
tensions among various actors in the region, including Iran,
the United States, Saudi Arabia, and other regional powers [2].

1.2. Statement of the Problem

The problem that could be in a pragmatic study of the on-
going impact of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' martyrdom on re-
gional geopolitics is the assessment of the shifting power dy-
namics and alliances in the Middle East following his death.
This problem could involve examining how different actors,
such as Iran, Irag, the United States, and various militant
groups, have responded to Al-Muhandis' martyrdom and how
these responses have influenced regional geopolitics [3]. Spe-
cific research questions related to this problem could include:

1) How has Al-Muhandis' martyrdom impacted the rela-
tionships between Iran and its proxies in the region, par-
ticularly in Iraq and Syria?

2) What changes have occurred in the balance of power be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia in the aftermath of Al-Mu-
handis' death

3) How have the United States' actions and policies in re-
sponse to Al-Muhandis' martyrdom influenced its rela-
tionships with regional actors and its overall influence in
the Middle East?

1.3. Research Objectives

The researcher attempts to achieve the following objectives

1) To analyze the immediate consequences of Abu Mahdi
Al-Muhandis' martyrdom on regional alliances and con-
flicts.

2) To explore the role of external powers in shaping the nar-
rative and impact of Al-Muhandis' martyrdom on re-
gional geopolitics.

3) To assess the long-term implications of Al-Muhandis'
martyrdom on the power dynamics in the region.

1.4. Research Questions

In this study, There are three research questions that the re-

searcher is going to Answer These three questions are:

1) How has the assassination of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis
impacted the power dynamics within the Popular Mobi-
lization Forces (PMF) in Irag?

2) What lessons can be learned from the ongoing impact of
Al-Muhandis' martyrdom on regional geopolitics for fu-
ture conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts in the

Middle East?

3) What opportunities may arise for regional actors in light
of the evolving geopolitical landscape post-Al-Mu-
handis' martyrdom?

1.5. Limitations of the Study

The study may not capture the full extent of the impact of
Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' martyrdom on regional geopolitics
due to its focus on Relying solely on American and Iranian
international newspapers may introduce bias and limit the di-
versity of perspectives considered. Other sources such as local
newspapers, academic journals, or official statements from
relevant authorities could provide valuable insights. By exclu-
sively using Fairclough's model and related frameworks, the
study may overlook alternative approaches that could offer
different insights into the impact of Al-Muhandis' martyrdom
on regional geopolitics.

1.6. Significance of the Study

The significance of the study lies in its ability to provide
insights into the implications of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis’
martyrdom on the dynamics of regional geopolitics. By exam-
ining the ongoing impact of this event, researchers can en-
hance their understanding of how the political landscape in the
region is being shaped and influenced. Through a pragmatic
approach, the study can offer practical and actionable findings
that policymakers, analysts, and the wider community can use
to navigate the complexities of the region’s geopolitics. This
study may shed light on how different state and non-state ac-
tors are responding to the aftermath of Abu Mahdi Al-Mu-
handis’ martyrdom, leading to a more nuanced comprehension
of power dynamics, alliances, and conflicts in the region.

1.7. Procedures of the Study

Below are the guide steps in this study as procedures to be

followed:

1) Presenting theoretical background of the field of the
study, pragmatic study of with some related issues (i.e.,
ideology, stance, and Representation). Adding to that,
biography of Al-Muhandis is put forward.

2) Investigating linguistic categories to illustrate how me-
dia (newspaper) Has a role in the assessment of killing
Al-Muhandis.

3) Conducting a pragmatics study to the selected data
(quantitatively and qualitatively) to address the ques-
tions and verify the Hypotheses.

2. Literature Review

The chapter on the ongoing impact of Abu Mahdi Al-Mu-
handis' martyrdom on Regional geopolitics would invoFu-
turelmplicationslve conducting a Comprehensive review of
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existing Government Responses, Media Analysis, Security
Considerations.

2.1. Impact of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis’
Martyrdom

Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis was a conspicuous Iragi civilian
army pioneer and key figure in the Well known Preparation
Powers (PMF) who was killed in a U.S. drone strike In Janu-
ary 2020. - His suffering ignited shock among Shia people
group in Iraq and then some, prompting calls for vengeance
against the US and its partners. - The continuous effect of Al-
Muhandis' suffering on provincial international relations is
obvious in uplifted strains, retaliatory assaults, and changes in
partnerships among state and non-state entertainers in the
Center East [4].

2.1.1. Escalation of Tensions

Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' death by the US started shock
and judgment from Shia people group in Iraq and then some.
The Killing of such a high-profile figure inside the PMF was
viewed as an immediate assault on the Shia local armies also,
their job in battling against IS. This occasion prompted a crit-
ical heightening of pressures between the US and Iran, as Al-
Muhandis was intently lined up with Iran and assumed a crit-
ical part in planning Iranian-moved civilian armies [5].

2.1.2. Calls for Revenge

Following Al-Muhandis' suffering, there were far reaching
calls for retribution against the US and its partners. Shia local
armies in lIraqg, including those inside the PMF, promised to
fight back for his demise, raising worries about potential ac-
celerations in viciousness and flimsiness in the locale. The
way of talking of retribution further energized enemy of
American opinions among Shia people group and added to a
feeling of disobedience and obstruction against saw unfamil-
iar interference [6].

2.1.3. Shifts in Alliances

The death of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis likewise had sugges-
tions for the unions and connections among state and non-state
entertainers in the Center East. The occasion supported exist-
ing divisions between favorable to Iranian powers and their
foes, especially the US and its territorial partners. It further set
Iran's impact over Shia civilian armies in Iraq and featured the
complex organization of partnerships and contentions that
shape provincial geopolitics [7].

2.1.4. Impact on Regional Security

The continuous effect of Al-Muhandis' affliction has had
suggestions for territorial security elements, with uplifted
pressures and expanded dangers of retaliatory attacks. The fo-
cusing of such a noticeable figure inside the PMF raised con-
cerns about the potential for additional destabilization in Iraq
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and the more extensive district. The occasion highlighted the
delicacy of safety plans and the potential for savagery to twist-
ing out of control [8].

2.2. Government Responses

Investigating the responses of regional and international ac-
tors to Al-Muhandis'martyrdom, including diplomatic
measures, military actions, and policy implications for re-
gional stability [9].

2.2.1. Iragi Government

The Iragi government has been exploring a sensitive offset
between its binds with Iran, where Al-Muhandis had solid as-
sociations, what's more, its relationship with the US, which
thought of him as a danger. The death of Al-Muhandis has
placed strain on the Iraqi government to declare its power and
deal with the aftermath from the raising strains between Iran
furthermore, the U.S. The public authority's reaction has in-
volved conciliatory endeavors to de- heighten what is going
on while additionally tending to interior divisions over Al-
Muhandis' legacy [10].

2.2.2. Iranian Government

Iran has emphatically denounced the death of Al-Muhandis
and outlined it as an assault on Iranian interests in the area.
The Iranian government has utilized this occasion to mobilize
support for its territorial partners and to stand up against ap-
parent U.S. animosity. Accordingly, Iran has promised coun-
ter and has tried to use Al-Muhandis' affliction to reinforce its
impact in Irag and the more extensive Center East [11].

2.2.3. U. S. Government

The U.S. government, which directed the robot strike that
killed Al-Muhandis alongside QasemSoleimani, has sup-
ported the activity as an essential reaction to up and coming
dangers to American staff in the area. The U.S. government's
reaction has been portrayed by an emphasis on countering Ira-
nian impact and discouraging further goes after on U.S. inter-
ests. The death of Al-Muhandis has been essential for a more
extensive U.S. methodology to disturb Iran-upheld intermedi-
ary networks in the region [12].

2.3. Media Analysis

Analyzing how the media coverage of Al-Muhandis' Mar-
tyrdom has shaped public perception and influenced political
narratives in The region and beyond [13]. The ongoing impact
of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' martyrdom on regional Geopoli-
tics has been extensively covered and analyzed by the media
several key Themes and trends emerg::

2.3.1. International Coverage
News sources all over the planet have given an account of
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Al-Muhandis' suffering, with an emphasis on the ramifica-
tions for provincial strength what's more, the more extensive
international setting. Global inclusion has fluctuated in tone
also, outlining, for certain outlets featuring the job of Iran-
moved local armies in the district, while others have under-
scored the U.S's. designated killing as an infringement of sov-
ereignty [14].

2.3.2. Social Media Impact

Virtual entertainment stages have played a huge job in
forming the story around Al-Muhandis' affliction, with clients
from different foundations offering viewpoints, sharing up-
dates, and adding to the public talk. Virtual entertainment in-
vestigation can give experiences into general society opinion,
arising patterns, and likely scattering of publicity related to
this event [15].

2.3.3. Propaganda and Disinformation

The media landscape surrounding Al-Muhandis' martyr-
dom is also marked by propaganda and disinformation Cam-
paigns aimed at shaping public perception and advancing spe-
cific agendas. Analyzing the spread of propaganda and disin-
formation in the aftermath of this Event is crucial for under-
standing how narratives are constructed and Manipulated in
the media sphere [16].

2.4. Security Considerations

Evaluating the security implications of Al-Muhandis' mar-
tyrdom, including the potential for increased violence, retali-
atory Attacks, and escalation of conflicts in the region [17].

2.4.1. Cybersecurity Threats

In a digitized world, network protection dangers have turn
out to be progressively important with regards to international
contentions. The progressing effect of Al-Muhandis' death
could lead to cyberattacks, disinformation crusades, and other
vindictive exercises focusing on basic foundation, government
frameworks, and confidential area elements in the area [18].

2.4.2. Security Cooperation

Local and global security participation components are vital
in tending to the continuous effect of Al-Muhandis' martyr-
dom. Improved knowledge sharing, joint activities, and dis-
cretionary endeavors might be fundamental to relieve security
gambles, forestall further heightening, and advance security in
the region [19].

2.4.3. Border Security

The aftermath of Al-Muhandis' martyrdom has alsoRaised
concerns about border security and cross-border activities of
Iran-backed Groups. Increased vigilance and surveillance may
be necessary to prevent Incursions, smuggling, and other se-
curity threats that could emerge in the wake Of this event.

44

2.5. Future Implications

Discussing the potential long-term implications of Al-Mu-
handis' martyrdom on regional geopolitics, including shifts in
alliances, Power dynamics, and security arrangements in the
Middle East.

2.5.1. Power Vacuum

The death of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis has made a power
vacuum inside the Iran-upheld civilian army networks in the
district. Studying the future ramifications includes examining
how different groups compete for control, possibly prompting
inner epic showdowns, changes in collusions, and changes in
functional strategies.

2.5.2. Counterterrorism Dynamics

The future ramifications of Al-Muhandis' suffering on
counterterrorism endeavors in the locale are huge. Analyzing
this perspective involves looking at how the departure of a
critical figure in the battle against ISIS also, other fanatic gath-
erings impacts the direction of counterterrorism tasks, joint ef-
fort among security powers, and the development of new dan-
gers.

2.5.3. Humanitarian Concerns

The humanitarian consequences of ongoing Regional con-
flicts and geopolitical tensions following Al-Muhandis' assas-
sination Are crucial to consider in a pragmatic study. Future
implications may involve Exploring issues such as displace-
ment, access to humanitarian aid, protection of civilians, and
efforts.

3. Methodology and Data Analysis

This chapter highlights the nature of the study, Research
Method, The Model Adopted, Data Analysis and Findings and
Discussions.

3.1. Research Method

The quantitative and qualitative as a methods of research
that Makes the Quantitative and qualitative of The situation of
events or Occurrence, so that is methods Has an intention to
Accumulate the basic data" were the both research methods
used in this study. This study is A pragmatic study of The on-
going impact of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' Martyrdom on re-
gional geopolitics.

3.2. The Model Adopted

The Model At the specialist applies quantitative and quali-
tative approaches in Which the Specialist centers around The
Examination of Mistakes in the A pragmatic study of the on-
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going impact of Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' martyrdom On re-
gional geopolitics would entail examining how his death in-
fluenced power Dynamics, alliances, security, and conflict in
the Middle East.

3.3. Data Analysis

In a pragmatic study of the ongoing impact of Abu Mahdi
Al-Muhandis' Martyrdom on regional geopolitics, Abu Mahdi
Al-Muhandis' assassination by the United States sparked out-
rage and condemnation from Shia communities in Irag And
beyond. Following Al-Muhandis' martyrdom, there were
widespread calls for Revenge against the United States and its
allies. Shia militias in Irag, including Those within the PMF,
vowed to retaliate for his death, raising concerns about Poten-
tial escalations in violence and instability in the region. Gov-
ernment Responses Investigating the responses of regional
and international actors to Al-Muhandis' martyrdom, includ-
ing diplomatic measures, military actions, and Policy implica-
tions for regional stability. Media Analysis Analyzing how the
Media coverage of Al-Muhandis' martyrdom has shaped pub-
lic perception and Influenced political narratives in the region
and beyond. Security Cooperation Regional and international
security cooperation mechanisms are Crucial in addressing the
ongoing impact of Al-Muhandis' martyrdom. Enhanced Intel-
ligence sharing, joint operations, and diplomatic efforts may
be essential to Mitigate security risks, prevent further escala-
tion, and promote stability in the Region. Future implications
may involve exploring issues such as displacement, Access to
humanitarian aid, protection of civilians, and efforts to address
Humanitarian crises exacerbated by insecurity and instability.

3.4. Findings and Discussions

The researcher identified four out of four types of common
Impact of Abu Mahdi Al Muhandis' Martyrdom, Escalation of
Tensions, Calls for Revenge, Shifts in Alliances, and Impact
on Regional Security. The most common type is Escalation of
TensionsAbu Mahdi Al-Muhandis' assassination by the
United States sparked outrage and Condemnation from Shia
communities in Irag and beyond. The second type is Calls for
Revenge Following Al-Muhandis' martyrdom, there were
widespread calls for revenge Against the United States and its
allies. The third type is Shifts in AlliancesThe assassination of
Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandis also had implications for the Alli-
ances and relationships among state and non-state actors in the
Middle East. Finally, Impact on Regional Security The ongo-
ing impact of Al-Muhandis' martyrdom has had implications
for regional Security dynamics, with heightened tensions and
increased risks of retaliatory Attacks.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, A pragmatic investigation of the continuous
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effect of Abu Mahdi Al- Muhandis' suffering on territorial in-
ternational relations uncovers a complicated share of outcomes
that keep on forming the Center East scene. The death of Al-
Muhandis has started prompt responses as well as put into high
gear a progression of expanding influences that are probably
going to have persevering consequences. The review highlights
the interconnectedness of territorial entertainers and the fragile
overall influence that exists in the Center East, underlining the
requirement for a nuanced comprehension of the developing in-
ternational elements. As policymakers explore the result of Al-
Muhandis' affliction, the bits of knowledge gathered from this
logical review can illuminate key choice making and shape
powerful reactions to the moving international scene. By recog-
nizing the diverse effects of this occasion, partners can proac-
tively address difficulties, alleviate dangers, and seek after open
doors for local strength and collaboration.
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