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Abstract: Globalization processes can be seen in the system of socio-economic relations worldwide. These processes,
including the higher education system, focus on increasing the effectiveness of education, supporting international coverage of
education, and, most importantly, the use of modern methods of modernizing higher education. The article examines the
current state of the Higher Education in Uzbekistan and the role of Bologna Process to create innovative environment in
Higher Education System of Uzbekistan. In addition, problems related to the implementation of this process in the higher
education system are discussed. As well as, the further reforms are given to eliminate those problems.
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1. Introduction

The area of researches in the 21st century now requires a
holistic view of the events. Such high trends and
internationalization in science and education provide an
opportunity to learn more about specific areas of
qualification system and other relevant research areas. This is
one of the most important factors to build a knowledge-based
and sustainable economy [1].

Bologna process shows particular importance to
implement these goals. The Bologna process is now being
expanded to 48 countries, of which 28 are EU countries and
the remaining 20 are non-EU countries. In addition, 23
countries have been registered as observers in the Bologna
process. At present, seven of the 11 CIS countries are
members of the Bologna Declaration: Russia, Ukraine,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Moldova, Belarus and Kazakhstan. In
other countries, the Bologna process is actively discussed and
its peculiarities and the use of these principles in different
countries are carefully studied. A high level of quality can be
observed in the education system of countries where the
Bologna process is successfully implemented [2].

On October 24, 2018, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoev denominated the higher education of the country
as overdue in the meeting on higher education. Currently,

there are 91 institutions in the higher education system of
Uzbekistan. Programs of higher education are provided by 2
academies, one conservatory, one higher professional school,
23 universities, 33 institutes, 20 local institutes of higher
education and 11 branches of foreign higher educational
institutions. In addition, 13 higher education institutions will
be planned to open in 2019. It is so miserable that while
higher education institutions are extensive, none of them has
a decent position on the international rankings of higher
education. The President of Uzbekistan emphasized the
issues of promoting the prestige of higher education
institutions and their professors in the international
community and involvement of world-renowned scientists,
highly-qualified researchers and teachers in the educational
process [3].

The joining of Uzbekistan to the Bologna processes is
crucial to train highly qualified cadres, support for the
intellectual capabilities of the staff, the internalization of
higher education and its adaptation to international standards
and, in general, the extensive reforms in the educational
process in the future. But, some problems are seen to
implement the Bologna process in the higher education
system of Uzbekistan. To tackle these problems helps to
promote quality and competitiveness of the higher education
system of Uzbekistan [4-5].
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2. Method

The Bologna process was based on the 1998 agreement
signed by representatives of four European Union countries:
France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom. Education
ministers from Bologna process met 10 times during the
period between 1998 and 2018. As a result of those meetings,
Bologna process programs and objects have widened.

Bologna Process increases opportunities for study abroad
because of the availability of educational programs in several
countries. As a result of the exchange of knowledge within
the students, staffs, they will be able to develop their own
worldview. This will help them become stronger candidates
in their job arenas in the future.

Adaptation of Uzbekistan to the Bologna process is a key
priority in modernizing higher education system of the
country. It plays an important role in promoting international
co-operation and improving the quality of education [6].

The technical aspects of integration into the process, the
formation and implementation of Bologna process principles
should be learned deeply to create innovative approaches to
modernization of higher education system of Uzbekistan
through the Bologna process. Firstly, it is important to adapt
national education system structure to the Bologna process
and implement requirement of main principles of bologna
process. The main principles of the Bologna process are the
directions for the countries to rebuild the Higher Education
System. These principles cover the 3 cycles of learning

process (bachelor, master and doctorate) [7].

Main principles of Bologna process:

1. Diploma Supplement;

2. ECTS (European Credit Transfer System);

3. Three-tier system of higher education;

4. Academic mobility;

5. Quality assurance of higher education;

The adaptation of a simplified and similar level of
education through the Diploma Supplement enhances the
international competitiveness of the FEuropean higher
education system and the employment of European citizens.
Diploma Supplement is a form of document that is provided
to each graduate as a qualification, describing the education
system of the country, the program in the educational
institution, and the main directions studied within the
framework of the program.

The Diploma supplement serves to enhance international
recognition of academic and professional qualifications.
Basically, most of the Bologna countries the diploma
supplement is given not only in the national language but
also “widely spoken” language according to requirement of
the students.

In Uzbekistan, a diploma supplement for graduates of
higher education institutions is now available, but it should
be acknowledged that this type of diploma supplement is not
correspondent to the diploma supplement in the higher
education system of Bologna countries.

Table 1. Diploma Supplement of Bologna countries and Uzbekistan.

Bologna countries

Uzbekistan

Information identifying the holder of the qualification

-family name

-given name

-date (place, country) of birth

-Student identification number

Information identifying the qualification

-Name of the credential, and, if applicable, any nationally recognized title
that comes with it, both in the original language. The major field of study.
-Name of the institution awarding the credential, its status (e.g. private, state)
- Language (s) of instruction and examination.

Information on the level of the credential

-Given the range of tertiary awards in different European countries, the
precise level of the credential in the national structure of education (for
which a schematic is attached.

-Requirements for entry to the program in which the credential is granted.
-The official length / duration of the program.

Information on “the contents of the course of study and results gained

A statement of the purpose and function of the credential.

Additional information.

-family name
- given name

-The name of the institution

-Status of the institution awarding the credential, (e.g. private, state). Most
of the universities belong to state that’s why “state” is used as a status.
-The direction of education

no

-Names of the courses

-Student’s gained score on the subject with percent (50-100%)
-Graduation qualification work (project) and the subject of rating point
-Graduate overall rating and gained results

no

no

It should be noted that the diploma supplement of
graduates in Uzbekistan is only in the state language (The
Uzbek language). That’s why most of the students face
difficulties if they want to continue their study in foreign
countries. If they want to study abroad, first of all, they
need to be translated their diploma supplement then they

need to be confirmed it. Obviously, this process demands
much time and a lot of expenses. In this case, it is important
to adapt the diploma supplement to foreign standards and
introduce the English version of the diploma supplement,
too. We consider, it should be implemented according to
requirement of each graduates. Because, some of the
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students want to continue their study and other has already
had workplace. As well as, it should be thought deeply
about provision of diploma supplement whether it is free or
graduates have to pay [8].

On the other hand, most of the graduates are required a
sheet about statement of the purpose and function of the
credential when they work at a certain workplaces. In that
case, it is difficult to find out information and it causes
spending time and other trouble [9-10].

3. Results

The three-cycle education process consists of the
undergraduate and graduate stages and the transition to the
second stage requires the successful completion of the first
phase. In the early years of the Bologna process, the form of
education was two-step, and after Berlin meeting in 2003, the
doctorate was added as third cycle. The first stage of the
Bologna program requires a minimum 3 years and for
Masters minimum 1-2 years, and for Doctoral degree
minimum 3 years. Bachelor degree in Uzbekistan is 4 years.
The Master Degree is for 2 years at present. Master degree
qualification is in the process of reform, and it planning to be
two levels:

1. Main specialty (at least a year);

2. Scientific-pedagogical specialty (at least two years)
direction can be carried out according to the theoretical
knowledge and fundamental and applied research works
(scientific-creative works).

In accordance with the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan “On further improvement of
postgraduate education” dated February 16, 2017, the
transition to a two-tiered system of postgraduate
education for a three year period has been introduced in
our country. According to this, postgraduate education in
Uzbekistan is awarded in two dimensions - PhD (Doctor
of Philosophy) and Doctor of Science. The next issue is
to revise the legislation and bring the issues of academic
titles in Uzbekistan to international standards. In
Uzbekistan there are just 2 academic degrees — docent
and professo [11].

ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) - The European
Credit Transfer System (ECTS) is aimed at increasing
mobility through institutional and countrywide lending
through student workload and learning outcomes. The goal of
introducing a credit system is to facilitate the transparency of
education and recognition of academic knowledge and
qualifications.

Establishing unified loans for higher education institutions
has helped to ensure mobility. This system has been
successfully passed and accepted in 1989 by European
Universities. Today, the European Credit System is a

recognized and valid system in almost all European countries.

The learner is able to obtain a diploma only if he has
collected the credit score. The credit system is a unit of
measurement that demonstrates the achieved results, not the
amount of hours spent in the learning process. That is the

result-oriented unit of measurement for the specialist’s level
of competenc [12].

A certain number of credit units are allocated for each
subject matter. ECTS is 180-240 for the bachelor’s degree
and 90-120 for the master’s degree.

The credit education technology and the ECTS
assessment system are not implemented in the higher
education system of Uzbekistan student’s evaluated with
ranging to 56-100%. This, in turn, leads to passive bilateral
diploma education with European universities and a passive
development of academic mobility. That is, European
universities find it difficult to recognize educational
outcomes in Uzbekista [13].

Quality assurance is a quality assessment of higher
education, monitoring of educational process, ensuring
support and improvement and the quality system of
educational institutions and higher education programs. At
the European level, cooperation in promoting the quality of
higher education is focused on the development of common
criteria and methods that help to ensure mutual confidence
and recognition [14].

4. Discussion

On April 20, 2017 the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan NePD 2909 “On Measures for
Further Development of the Higher Education System” was
adopted in Uzbekistan. The complex measures on qualitative
and complete improvement of the level of education,
strengthening and modernization of material and technical
base, equipping them with modern educational and scientific
laboratories, modern information and communication
technologies have been approved by this decree. In order to
improve the quality and effectiveness of the education system
in Uzbekistan, on July 18, 2017 the Resolution Ne515 “On
the organization of the State Inspectorate for Supervision of
Quality of Education in the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Republic of Uzbekistan” was adopted. Here, the main goal is
the implementation of the state policy on control over the
quality of education and training, the composition of the
teaching staff, the training and qualification of the personnel
in the education system.

In order to improve the quality and effectiveness of the
education system in Uzbekistan, the most important goals of
today’s higher education institutions is to learn professional
standards and employers’ requirements. It is important to re-
examine and regularly update curricula in the field of higher
education based on market demand.

Mobility - The Bologna Process also aims to promote the
movement of students, scholars and administrative staff in
the European Higher Education Area. Among the European
mobility programs, Tempus and Erasmus programs are of
particular importance, and these programs are commonly
called Erasmus + [15].

The importance of mobility in ensuring quality of
education is following:

Enables students to acquire extensive knowledge and skills
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on the basis of knowledge acquired from other professionals,
which, in turn, influences on the ability and skills of students
to succeed in a strong competitive market, and the quality of
labor resources that can promote the development of national
economies;

Provides researchers with new materials and expands the
possibilities of organizing the results of the research work;

Increase the competence of teachers as an expert and a
pedagogue in the learning process and influence the
development of creative thinking.

In Uzbekistan, there are 67 projects proposed by Erasmus
+ Mobility Program of higher education institutions in
Uzbekistan in 2017. As a result, 205 students and staff have
gained experience in FEurope within 35 projects in
Uzbekistan.

5. Conclusions and Suggestions

In summary, there are a number of problems to
implement the Bologna process and fulfill the requirements
of the Bologna process in the higher education system of
Uzbekistan. The joining of the Higher Education System of
Uzbekistan to the Bologna process plays a crucial role in
the development of a broad-minded specialists in the
country, in the preparation of advanced specialists in
various fields, in the internationalization of higher
education in Uzbekistan, as well as the creation of
“international ideas”, adaptation of higher education to
international standards, and in the modernization of the
higher education system in Uzbekistan

In achieving this goal, the implementation of the following
objectives will help eliminate existing problems:

1. Adaptation the diploma supplement which given
graduates in Uzbekistan to the international diploma
supplement and introducing the English version of the
Diploma Supplement;

2. As noted above, the credit system is used in the higher
education system of other countries in the European
Union, as well as many other countries. In the system of
higher education of Uzbekistan, it would be advisable to
gradually, with deep thought, to develop a credit system
in the form of an experiment on specific educational
directions or specializations;

3. One of the main problems in increasing mobility is to
learn foreign languages. At the same time, it should be
paid attention to learn foreign languages deeply among
students and professors;

4. Creating a competitive environment and achieving the
quality of education through the support of a network of
private higher education institutions based on public-
private partnerships in Uzbekistan.
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